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For Development Of Your Health Service’s Own Policy

(Insert Health Service Name Here)

Attending a Person in Custody
......HS staff will assess people in custody if asked to do so by the Police.

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody Report recommends that persons in custody have access to health care equivalent to community standards.

All ......HS policies such as treatment protocols, consent are followed.

Examination and treatment should always take place in the clinic except in extreme situations, eg if the person is unconscious.

Police must provide transport to and from the clinic and remain there while the person in custody is being assessed and treated. AHWs must inform and seek advice from a GP or RN.
Advise the attending Police if the person in custody has any known illness requiring medication, treatment and review eg diabetes.

Management protocols are according to the CARPA STM.

If further treatment is required which cannot be provided by ......HS arrangements should be made to transfer the person in custody to hospital for further management.

Document the following in their medical notes:

· the medical assessment, treatment and management 

· consent for assessment and treatment (including verbal consent)

· the start and end times and location of the consultation and 

· the names of any Police present. 

Protective Custody when Apparently Seriously Affected by Alcohol or a Drug

The requirements for medical assessment and/or management of persons in protective custody when apparently seriously affected by alcohol or a drug are clearly defined in the Joint Policy Agreement for Medical Assessment and Management of Persons in Police Protective Custody between NTDH&F (now NTDH) and the Police Force of the Northern Territory (the Police). This agreement is based on specific timelines and requirements defined in Section 128 of the Police Administration Act

......HS will follow these guidelines until a local joint management plan has been endorsed and arranged with NT Police.

Blood Samples for Forensic Analysis

NT Traffic Act  allows for the collection of blood samples for forensic analysis.

This includes:

· a request from the police

· MVA accident with/out police presence. (if over the age of 15 years).
It is important to note that Police may only make a request under the Act – staff are not obligated to take such samples.
Staffs include a medical practitioner, a registered nurse or a qualified person under the supervision of a medical officer. 
Technically, under the Act, an Aboriginal Health Worker could collect a blood sample under the direct supervision of a Medical Officer or a Registered Nurse. However, the Act has been written to avoid potential for conflict that may arise for an AHW in a remote community
.  

Staff are not required to take a sample of the person's blood if the member of staff believes on reasonable grounds that: 

a) the concentration of alcohol in the person's blood is already known; or 

b) the taking of the sample would be detrimental to the person's medical condition; or 

c) the injuries of the person were not received in a motor vehicle accident or the motor vehicle accident happened more than 12 hours before the person entered the hospital or health centre; or 

d) a period of more than 4 hours has elapsed since the person entered the hospital or health centre.

Explanation of and consent for the procedure should be obtained.
The sample 
Use an NT Blood Alcohol/Drug Collection Kit and complete certificate.
 Secure in the sample into the Police box. 
Documentation 
Document time, date and identification numbers of samples into patient electronic file. Retain the blue copy of the certificate which can be scanned into the file.
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