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Domestic/ Family Violence

Domestic disputes are often at the heart of violent incidents in health services, and domestic or family violence is a common reality in many families.

The NT Domestic and Family Violence Act 2009 and the Domestic and Family Violence Regulations 2008 provide for the making of Domestic Violence Orders (formerly restraining orders) in relation to domestic violence and the registration and enforcement of such orders.

The Act was amended in 2009 to make reporting mandatory for all adults in the Northern Territory of abuse that occurs in a domestic relationship
· that has caused serious physical harm or  

· where there is a serious or imminent threat to the life or safety of a person. 
Reports are made to the Police.

Family violence may present in many ways including:

· Presentation of women or children with injuries to the clinic and often delayed presentations.

· Violent/abusive and intimidating behaviour in the clinic.

· The woman’s partner is behaving in an intimidating manner or standing over her while she is being treated.

· Threatened women seeking refuge in the clinic or health service staff homes.

· Children failing to thrive or with behaviour problems presenting to the clinic.

Presentation to the clinic should be dealt with as outlined in the Congress Alukura/Nganampa Minymaku Kutju Tjukurpa Women’s Business Manual. 

Remember there are legal rights that abused people have and they should be informed of these.

When women seek refuge at health service staff homes, the staff should resist providing this refuge and call the police or other community authority. For a staff member to be seen be directly involved may put their own safety at risk. 

Resources

Domestic and Family Violence Flowchart 2009
Mandatory Reporting of Domestic and Family Violence 2009
NT Department of Children and Families (DCF) fact sheet gives an overview of the reporting obligations under sections 124 and 125 of the Domestic and Family Violence Act.
Contacts 
All Emergencies Call: 000        NT Police: 131 444

Police:
Darwin: 

Darwin/Palmerston /Rural 13 1444

East Arnhem: 13 1444

Groote Eylandt: 13 1444

Jabiru: 13 1444

Katherine: 13 1444

Tennant Creek: 13 1444

Domestic Violence Services and Contacts
Alice Springs /Central Australia
Alice Springs Domestic Violence Service: Tel. 08 8952 1391 
Alice Springs Women’s Shelter: Tel. 08 8952 6075

Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC): 8955 4500

Central Australian Aboriginal Congress Clinic: 8951 4444
Congress Social and Emotional Wellbeing: 8959 4750
Congress Youth Outreach Service: 8958 3633
Central Australian Aboriginal Family Legal Unit: 1800 088 884
Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid: 8950 9300
Central Australian Women’s Legal Service: 1800 684 055
NT Legal Aid Commission: 8951 5377
Police :Alice Springs Domestic Violence Prevention Unit: 8951 8859

Nhulunbuy

NT Police (Nhulunbuy): 8973 1333
Child Abuse Hotline: 1800 700 250
Crisis Accommodation Gove: 8987 1166
Nhulunbuy Hostel: 8987 2553
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) Darwin: 8922 7156
North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence Legal Service (Darwin) 1800 041 998 

Darwin and Palmerston
Catherine Booth House (women without children) 8981 5928
Darwin Aboriginal and Islander Women’s Shelter 8945 2284
Dawn House Women’s Shelter (women with children) 8945 1388
YWCA Domestic and Family Violence Centre 8932 9155
Dawn House Domestic and Family Violence Counsellor 8945 6200
Ruby Gaea Darwin Centre Against Rape 8945 0155
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) 8922 6472
Domestic Violence Legal Service 8999 7977
North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency 8982 5100
North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence Legal Service 1800 041 998
Top End Women’s Legal Service 8982 3000
Police Domestic Violence Prevention Unit 8948 0110
Jabiru

Child Abuse Hotline 1800 700 250
Gunbalanya Safe House 8979 0645
Domestic and Family Violence Counsellor 8979 9999
Jabiru Community Health Centre 8979 2018
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) (Darwin) 8922 6472
North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency (Darwin) 1800 898 251
North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence Legal Service (Darwin) 1800 041 998
Katherine Region

Child Abuse Hotline 1800 700 250
Peace at Home 8973 9669
Anglicare Katherine Community Accommodation Assistance Support Program 8972 1571 
Katherine Women’s Crisis Centre 8972 1332
Somerville Youth and Family Services 8972 5100Domestic and Family Violence Counsellor (Catholic Care NT) 8971 0777
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) 8973 8524
Katherine Women’s Information and Legal Service 8972 1712
North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence Legal Services 1800 184 868
NT Police Domestic Violence Prevention Unit 8973 9668
Tennant Creek
NT Police Domestic Violence Prevention Unit 8962 4374
Child Abuse Hotline 1800 700 250
Ali Curung Safe House 8964 1967
Elliott Safe House 8969 2097
Tennant Creek Women’s Refuge 8962 1940
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) 8962 4100
Central Australian Women’s Legal Service 1800 684 055
Central Australian Aboriginal Family Legal Unit 1800 088 884
Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid 8950 9300
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