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For Development Of Your Health Service’s Own Policy

(Insert Health Service Name Here)

Medicare Numbers for Newborn

1. If a newborn presents to the clinic and does not have a Medicare number check if s/he was born in:

· an NT Hospital

· an NT community

· outside the NT.

2. Newborns born in NT Hospitals 

· Mothers of newborn babies born in Northern Territory Hospitals should have an Application to Enrol a Newborn Child Medicare Form (NT Only) provided to them and completed whilst in hospital. 

· If this did not happen health service staff and parents must complete and fax
· An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Medicare Enrolment and Amendment Form to Medicare Australia.
· If an enrolment was submitted to Medicare Australia by the hospital without the child’s name, Medicare Australia will register the baby as ‘Newborn’ with the Mothers surname. Medicare Australia will fax the enrolment form to the Health Service for completion of the baby’s full name. 

· The Health Service is required to fax the form to Medicare Australia. 

3. If the child has no Medicare number
· Ring the  relevant Hospital and obtain the following details 

i. Medicare Number

ii. Hospital Registration Number (HRN)

iii. Community or hospital they were born in

iv. Mother Name

v. Date of Birth

4. To obtain a Medicare number from Medicare.

· Ring 132 011 and give them the following information:

vi. Child’s name

vii. Date of Birth

viii. HRN

ix. Place of birth

x. Mothers name

xi. Community/Hospital they were born in

· Put Medicare number into child’s file/e record 

5. Newborns born in NT communities 

· When a baby is born within the community or no application has been submitted to Medicare Australia by a hospital, staff should complete and fax An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Medicare Enrolment and Amendment Form to Medicare Australia. A parental signature is required.

· If the newborn is non indigenous a Medicare Enrolment Application form is required.

6. Babies Born Outside of the NT 

· Babies presenting to a Health Centre that have been born outside of the NT and are not enrolled with Medicare Australia need to be.

·  Check Medicare for appropriate form.
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